13th Sunday of Pentecost                                                         August 23, 2026
Prairieland Parish
[bookmark: _Hlk61016048]As we unite in worship today, we extend a warm welcome to each one present.  May we together experience the presence of God
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++.
We Gather to Prepare Our Hearts to Meet Our Lord

Prelude
Welcome
Announcements

Call to Worship

Heavenly Father, through the gift of the Holy Spirit, help us to always be ready to tell others about the blessings of your unconditional love for all.

Give us the strength and courage to always be ready and willing to speak of your wondrous grace for all

Help us overcome any hesitance we may feel when we see an opportunity to spread the good news of the gospel to others.

The distractions in the world take our minds off of you.  We ask for renewed determination to boldly speak out and show the community around us just how special it is to know you and worship you.  Amen

Prayer of Confession

Lord Jesus Christ, we know that you did not ask Peter to give back the keys of heaven when he stumbled at times.  Nor did you tell Peter—I will find another rock to build my church on.  Then after Peter denied you three times the night you were arrested, you did not abandon him after you rose again.  Thank you for the examples of Peter that we may always know that when we take a misstep, you will not give up on us.

Assurance of God’s care for us

Even though the apostles never fully grasped the concept of heaven until after your gift of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost, the guidelines for our lives as printed in the Bible show us that your patience and forgiveness is for all and will never run out.  Thank you, Heavenly Father, for your loving and caring way that even when we have the distractions of this world interrupt our lives and we think, say and do things that do not honor you as we always should, you do not abandon us.  Amen

Praise Hymn #364 Because He Lives

The Word of God

Gospel Lesson……………………………………………Matthew 16:13-20

THE WORD OF GOD FOR THE PEOPLE OF GOD!    THANKS BE TO GOD

CHILDRENS TIME

Faith Hymn #528 Nearer, My God, to Thee

Message

Prayers for the People—The Lord’s Prayer

Offering/Doxology/Prayer

Departing Hymn #292 What Wondrous Love Is This

Departing Words

As you leave, always keep in your mind, the final words of Jesus here on Earth before he ascended into Heaven—And surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age.  Know that Jesus never leaves us, but when we wander away, Jesus will always be there to welcome us back.

POSTLUDE (you are welcome to remain to listen to the postlude).
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